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it soundly might probably make the dwelling of the rat so uneasy, that he might be willing to quit it, for fear of something worse afterwards.
There is another obvious expedient that occurs, which is that of sending a cat up after him: but to this, I own, I have some objection myself, because, though the cat would kill the rat, he would possibly remain in his place, and be as unwilling to quit it. But is it possible that the useful art of rat-catching should be unknown to so ingenious a people as the Chinese ? If it is, I would advise our East India Company to send! them a rat-catcher or two next voyage, for whom they might expect as considerable returns, and advantages,, as Whittington is reported to have made by his cat. Though, I am very sorry to say it, the noble art and mystery of rat-catching has greatly declined even here of late; and I should be at a loss to find an honest and skilful artist to recommend to them.
But can one suppose, that the religion and piety of the Bonzes would suffer them to remain indifferent spectators of such sacrilegious outrages; and that they, who can dislodge a devil, cannot get out a rat; unless Dne has little charity enough to believe, that the Bonzes, by a sort of commutation, are not unwilling to Let the rats take sanctuary in their statues, to be rid }f them themselves, and so, by an interested and im-jious connivance, give up their gods to save their Dacon ?
To come now to the allegorical sense, which Koan Tchong had such a mind to establish. A Minister vithout virtue or merit gains the favour of his Prince: le ruins everything; one sees it, one laments it, but one loes not know how to remedy it. To me the remedy